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revolution in musical drama, and which causes Monteverde
to take the same place at the beginning of the seventeenth
century ^Yhich was 250 years later taken by Wagner.

In January 1600 a great storm threw down the huge bronze
ball and cross crowning the cathedral, made and placed in
position with much difficulty by Verrocchio in 1471. In fall-
ing they did much damage to the roof of the cathedral, while
the ball rolled some distance down the Via de7 Servi. Ferdi-
nand had a new ball and cross made, considerably larger than
Verrocchio's, and these, which now crown the cathedral, were
placed in position in 1602, and have stood the storms of three
centuries.

Ferdinand also completed the fortress of San Giorgio which
Cosimo had begun, and called it the fortress of the Belvedere,
from the beautiful panorama to be seen thence. He made
Buontalenti, its architect, construct in it a subterranean cham-
ber, for which Buontalenti invented a secret lock only able
to be opened by himself and the Grand Duke; and here the
Medici treasure was henceforth always kept. The amount
of Feulinand's treasure was very great; it is recorded in a
contemporary diary that he showed to Bernardo Buonarmoti,
to whom he gave it in charge, no less than five millions in
coined gold, seven thousand Spanish dollars, and an immense
mass of jewels.22

To the Medici villas of Careggi, Cafaggiolo, Poggio a
Caiano, and Castello, which had seen so many generations
of the family, Ferdinand now added another, the villa of
Petraia,2n which he purchased from the Salutati family. He
completely restored this villa, and had its beautiful central
court decorated by Volteranno and other artists with frescoes
representing the coronation of Charles V by Clement VIIP
the entry of Cosimo I into Siena, the institution of the Order
of Santo Stefano, and other episodes in the history of the
family.

Ferdinand also caused the fine equestrian statue of his
father, Cosimo I, to be executed by Gian de Bologna, and set